[Thymic B cells: not simple bystanders of T cell lymphopoiesis].
The thymus is the central site for the differentiation and selection of T cells. It has been known for decades that B lymphocytes reside in the thymus, but little attention has been paid to this unique population. Thymic B cells are mainly located in the medulla and at the cortico-medullary junction. They develop intrathymically, do not recirculate and harbor a distinct phenotype in comparison to peripheral B cells. Furthermore, because of their activated phenotype and their precise histological localization, they have been suspected to play a role in the selection of self-reactive T cells. But it is only during this last decade that murine and human studies have highlighted their functions, such as antigen-presenting cells shaping the T cell repertoire. These works have demonstrated the major role of thymic B cells in the immune system.